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G OMMANDER TRANSPORT DIVISION TWENTY-FOUR
o/o Fleet Post Office
San ?moiuo, California,

The Commander Transport Division TWENTY-FOUR,
(Cormand er Task Unit 78.1.3).

The Commender in Chief, United States Fleet.
(1) The Commander SEVENTH .Am?nibioua Foroce,
g:mnau Task Foree 78).
(2) Ooumender SEVENTH Fleet,
(Conmander Task Poree 77).
Subjeet: Agetion Report, LEYTE Assaulb.

Enol osure : (A) Subjeet Report. ‘fﬂf

1. Aotion report of the Transport Unit Commender
of the PALO AITACK GROUP is forwarded herewith as enclosure (A).
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This vommend departed FRLELIV, Palsu Islands, on
September and arrived at Humbolt May, Hollandia, New Guines,
on 30 September. BExeept for the VIRGO (AKA=20), CENTAURUS
(AKA=17), TRYON (AFH-)) and PIAENBY (APH-2), all ships of
the "EZILIU Transport Group (Transpert Divisions 6, 8 aad 24)
reported to Gomander SEVENTH Fleet for duty in preparation
for the CENTRAL PHILIPPINE ATTACK. Transport Divisiom TWENTY-
FOUR and SIX were reorganized es Task Unit 78.1.3 (commanded
by Commander Transport Division TWENTY-FOUR) for operatiocnal
control usder Rear Admirel D,E. Barbey, CGoumander k Force
z: (Commander Northern Attack Worse PALO Attack

cup, end Gonmm der SEVENTH Amphiblous Foree). GUNSTON HALL
(15D=5) »e to Counander Division TWENTY-FOUR
end TITANIA (AKA-17) and CARTER HALL (ISD-3) reported to
Mmﬂg Transport Division SIX to make the following transe
port unite:

Gaptein T.B. Brittain
up)Captain T.%, Brittain

! S
APA 7 FULLER
APAL2 BLUMORE
APA Sk WAYNE
AP, JOEN LAND

lomp) OCaptainm H.D. Baker

Immediately upon arrival in the Hollanmdia ares, ships were
ted aveilability until § Cetober, with permission to shut
bollers for nocessary repalrs by own forees. HERGUIRS vho
had developed main engine diffioulty up-mnﬁ_nm m.n.m.m
eomple : mb:a mxun on 10 October. Taikers were direc
alo all sh or fueling to espmeity. Suek fresh and
= ul::rl:n as wers avallable were drawn from Neval Supply Depot,

ik ? 11 op4g

.
i K ok




Gonferensss were held at onoe with Coumander SEVENTH
Amphibious Foree and Commend Geperal 24th Infuntry Division
for purposs of planning the p to shore moveament 1n the oparw
ation., Pleas for this unit were dlstriduted on 9 Oetobes,

'rmnm quarternosters snd Army losding offleers quiekly
:f nnamr loading plane, and ships of the unit went
ulm lu bod dooks for mwm. ecommensing on 4 October

ing om 11 Ootober, ding rormnn ware
in tenpports of the uuﬁ 8
Wﬂ G436 vons M # totel of 12.019 offioers snd enlinted
pergonnel were -‘nhl in trangport types.

At 0600 on 12 Netober Task Unit 72.1.7 (less CARTER FALY
wee undervay for o veheorsal six miles cuo of ¢ Djar
Bunbolt Bay, The unlt wes soPeensd by JOHE R i, BA x&ww
PULHAY and NoREE, vad wes Jolned in tressport eres by 10 i
Oontma. and Mv:to units also desicneted as part of mo tnn-
unit Mu eonmand, CTF 78 Training Order 16«4k and
tter beoune effective, ve suppl omatu
n Plan 10d~bh, 016G 73.1 Attaek Order weledy y
78410 ing Attack Order 18«44 were dionwud
u 0800 for sinulated leandlngs at n hm Upon eompletion

of exerelses, Srovps were roeemborked ud xm»wu returned to
weglgoed ane 8 in Busbolt Bay.

At on 1) October the tasm uvalt wos undeywey ze direeted
in O 78,1.) sortie plan sad 0TC, CT¥ 78 im ELUR RIDGE, took
umm of movenent off PALO Attack Group at 1600, Unsil A-m

umm to the objestive was mede without inclident.
Throughout the operetion idesl weather oonditicne prevailod.

umqs

At 0000 Task Unit 78,143 wee Mng‘“ vl.u other
undts of Taok Group T8.1 end 78.8 (PALO A Gyoup and
RICARDO Attack Orcu h oruising dlsposition C-l on mot eourse
H0° procesding st 9.5 knets. The movemant up hed satered
LRYTE GULF aeoording te instruoticns wet f in CANYF, zm'

lon Plan 13«44 and CTF 78 Operation Plan 101-“.
Q -u w the ulu were brought un Givision u om
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o jeoin 020G 78.3. At O455 course wes changed left to 309° as the
format lon prooceeded to the San Pedro Bay Arsa, Several drifting

mines were reported by ships during thie approash., HARRIS (APA=2),

second ship in right flenk transport ecolumn, reported a mine fast
tc port perevane et 0545 and hauled out of eolumn. Unable to
get speedy essistence from a M8, the paravane and mine were
finally slipped at 0635 and HARRI®S rejoined rfomstion., 8¢ 1129
sank this mine &t 0645 by gunfire. T! e eource wes changed left
to 2959 at 0603 and again to 309° at 0631,

At 0630 an enemy plane was sighted ahead of the formation
over the area occupied by fire support shipe ¢f RED BRACH. The
gluo gontinued to fly at extreme automatic weepons range Gowa

he left flenk of the t ort unit., HLMORE, FULLER end JOHN
LAKD of this division opened fire, Nnemy proceeded to dive on
the firing LST Unit, where several boaubs appeared to be dropped,
end then flew towaxd the northwest through fire from the right
flenk tromsport oclumn, The plane retired in geemingly goo
flying eondition, haviéng caused no damage to our forees.

On exeeution of the sigmal "Deploy® at 0645 by CTF 78
0T 78.1.3 assumed cperational eontiol of the following units
as set forth by C1G 78,1 Atteck Order l-44 for the landings on
HED BEACH, eastern coast of ILEYTE:
Gaptain T.B. Brittain

Ouptain T.,B, Brittain

Glptnin H.De Baker

HEROU LS 11 ogqg
EPrING FOREST
CARTER BALL

H‘WH‘ R Commander D.M. Baker
i 181
‘ 2, 5: ‘ ;0 ‘5‘0 s !

459, 26, 168,
-3




Lieutenant MeGomb

WATEN Captain Brantly
Y
8¢ 726

On exeoution of "Deploy" AWARIUB, remeining ship in
coiumn 8ix after departure of Austelian trensports, fell in
agbern of JOHN LAND. GUNSTON HAIL, eruising in column three
took station astern of AQUARIUS with TransDiv 24. The BP
FORBOT and CARTER HALL, aleo eruising in transport column three,
took stetions astem of HERGULES with TrensDiv 6. Transport
“divielons meneuvered independently in acoordance with GTU 78.1.3's
Attack Landing Order, with TransDiv 6 passing between MARIQUIT-
DACUIT Island and five fathom shoal scuthwestward thereof  and
Transiiy 24 %o the westward of this shoal, By 0752 TraasDiv 24
hed eome to eourse 000¥ and the division was ordered to anchor
in the prescribed transport srea at 0750. DuPAGE anchored at
0805, FAVETTE and other ships of TransDPiv 6 anchored about
0810, Transports commenoed immedieately to lower boate snd dis-
anbark the Infantzy Divielon personnel carried,

out mission to buoy PALO Reef, ELMORE boatu

In
found © laced. DuPAGE officer also found ghoals
53‘ ;. us:og

at 11~ o and 11-03.9 'Q. 12}-09.51. m,“o
Original (1000) was eonfirmed. Commender Control Urit
for RED BEACH reported on station at 0920, with the first three
waves formed end at 0940, Just prior to 1000 Cummander
Control reported moeiving fire reash as far out ad
yards from beech. Two boats in the wave were hit
y mertar fire, and one AQUARIUS boat senk; nine army casual-
es from this boat were later brought te DuwPAGE., Two of the
ACUARITE boat ereyw suffered injury.

The first waves on both beaches RED and WEITE lended at
1000, A% 1007, after 2nd wave lamded, troops on RED were re~
ed inland 300 yards with no return fire., Shortly after,
ommander Contrel reported conditions of beaches very ao!
troops havimg gone ashore im oaly two feet of water. AL 616
BLMORE boat group compander reported two mortar hite on two
EIMORE boats, One boat orew member wes killed, five cthers
injured, end two a personnel were killed in these boats.
Sucocseding waves continmued to land on schedule unbil desig-
nated time for LST beaohings.
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At 1045 1L8Te were given permission %o proceed to beash &t
one third epeed, but at 1117 LSTs reported receliving mortar
fire off the beach. Four or five of the beached LIls wers re-
ported hit at 1116, and LOT 181 was on fire., COTG 78.1 ordered
two ICI fire fighters to assist, The fire was reported under
control at 1124, However, after CTG 78,1 advised all 1LSTs to
retract at 1125, the 181 was unable to do so. L3Ts 452 and 181
were only LOTs on beach unloading at 1200 and further study of
the beach showed space only avallable for two of this type oraft,
Again mortar fire was experienced, and at 1201 LST 181 reported
giek bay hit, with a number of casualtles and no power for
lights. By 1300 Gommander Oontrol advised two additional 18Ts
could be beaohed on scuthern fiank of RED, 18T 458 was aground
LOO yards off beach and required tug assistance at 1333, At
1418 18T unlesding conditions were relieved when VWHITE Beash
Conmander advised they were ready to take RED Beach 125Ts.

TransDive 6 and 24 bhad been ordered underwuy at 1055 to
move 6000 from beach as plenned to fasilitate unloading.
FAYRTTE DuPAGE anchored at 1215 in new itions with other
ships of the divisions tollownf. By 1230 ters advised
conditions faverable for unload '3 general cargo and LSMs reported

to transports to take vebhicles. er Control reported
unloading at beaches progressing satisfactorily at 1445. LSDs
had diseherged i0is end equipment vy 1330, A% 1500 JOHN LAND
reported percent unloaded, and ORMSBY and FAYEITE reported
¢ tion at 1517 and 1526, By 1600 WAYNE and EIMORE had
finished uzmm ell vergo, LEBDSTOWN finished at 1620,
FULLER at 1650 AGE at 1725, This completed essignment
for ships soheduled to depart. ® AQUARIUS and TITANIA, and
AK I8 veported 15, 4C end 7 percent unloaded, respectively
at 1700,

~ After transports procesded toc lashows aschoreges im taw
mox. ing, ships were wd‘::oltommhbuuu plaon
keoping bosts 400 yards to windward of own ships, These boats
were recalled at 1;:0 having had no oceasion to cover aships.

At 1347 CIF 78 informed all ships that a speelal observing
ty was then enroute to RED Beach. OShips weke later glvea
rl;amuu that & broadeast by General MeArthur and the
President of the Philippines was scheduled for 1500. This news

R Gl R - T P A T e PH B vy
19Ts equipped with hospital facilities experienced

s
BOMS ‘fioulty et the beach im the early unloadi se, OTF
78 _ \MLA- of this umit to take Mﬂw:’t ties.




DuPAGE earried a total of 35 ermy casusltlies from the objeetive,
WAXNE 13, FULLER 6, FAYETTR 11, ORMSBY 5 and LEEDSTOWN 23,
Ships to‘uo& 7 dead, Two more died on board Du AGE eanroute

to Hollandia,.

An alr elert weas given about 1545 with enenmy alrereft
gsighted in the southern beach area. HONOLULU was reported
torpedoed but under own power. No enemy alr activity was
observed in RED Beach area.

GUNSTON HALL, EPPING FOREST end CARTER HALL left vieinlty
of treasparts aftor discherg %0 rendezvous with A’Ds for
retum trip to Hollondia ao to OTF 78 Operation Plan
101=bkh, BLMORE reported to CTD 32 for duiy es instructed, add
AGUARIUS , TITANIA end HERCULES econtinued to unload eargo &t
e objestive. Hemal Ships of Transbiv 6 were und
at 1750 asd remmining ships ormngvummm.
1830 from San Pedro Bay on course 1609,

At 1825 OTF 78 reported that enemy aireraft were reported
in the area. At that time & severe lightning storm bad centered
to seaward, of HKED Beash tryunsport area, ead a few miautes later
intense AA fire was direeted into this eloud formation by all
ships in the immediate visinity. Two signelmen, with ald of
hi~power long glasses, spotted three formmtions totaling tem
planes; however, no lanes wers sighted officers on the
navigation bridge, Firing ceased before #Div 24 ships
arrived elose enough to supposed oontaots to open firxe.

At 1945 TransPiv 24 jolned to right to Trengliv 6, and
sourse 13 ﬂnwmhﬁa wap et at 2015 aftey
; ‘ two divis ions
«3 (Beoar Admiral Struble)
4 over the a

709 with Trensbiv 6
o 8 AR § 0023 on Gie iewbyt
left to 1809, snd %o 090° at 0054, Stan
et &t 0124 and bage course ead axi
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No reports of malfunetion of any ordnsnce equi pment in
the unlt have been received.

PART |
BATTLE DAMAGE

ELMORE and AQUALIUS each loet ome LCVP to enemy mortar fire.

The following table shows the leoading of transports of the
tesk unit:

Ship Tons car.g
) 3
DurAGE 3{2

aY
\ 93
290 | 93

= (plle driver floating equipment)
Total 127009 675

Advantage would have scerued if more time had been allowed
for planning the loading. It 1s pertieoularly noted that LVYs
and DUEws loaded iato the ships of transport unit would have
served bettor purpese in 1STe from which ships they e ld have
been uuh.lnox loaded, relieving the rw gaused by LSTs'
inadbility to beach. It 18 believed this would have greatly
feollitated the laading of the artillery. -
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" The assault phese of the ship to shore movement weat
virtually as planned., 15Ts ecould not beach because of a shoal
about 75 yards from thé shore with intervening water im depthe
up to 10 feet. Of the six LSTe scheduled to land in Wave 12,
only twe found slots where they eculd approach close smough to
the shore to discharge.

The control of LET® end ISis passed Trom the Traneport
Unit Commander immedistely after the beaching. This caused a
uinor delay in the second loading of 1LSMe frum transports as
the 'S group commander was in e different task group and there
had been no opportunity to brief him. Ayuin it was denonstrated
thet Commander Transport Group should have control of every ship
thet operates in the boat lanes.

~ 18us beached with & dry ramp. This 1s the first operatiom
di which this scommend hes had opportunity to sbserve the
funetioning of LEMs. They are oapabls of excellent service
particularly inm lending large vehicles. It 1s recomended thet
they be gned to the eperatiomeal sontrol of the transport
unit eommander who, with full infomation as to londing and
progress of wunload is the only omv who ¢an imtelligently
assign them effectively where they are most needed.

LoM(6) e, S6-+foot tank lighters, were sarvied by all
transport types without m,{or alteration of skide. Their

provision to replece LOM(3)e in APAs and A¥As 1s strongly
recornended. They proved themselves to the utmost satisfaction
of all hande in thie operetion.

To expedite discharging DuPAGE boat orews unloaded twenty
of their own boats. While informetion is not available as to the
unloading aotivitiee of other shipe boat orews, the Tramsport
Group Beachmester ha: reported that this re 8 the general
‘average. While commends and boat crews are anxicup to do wuz—
thing possible to keep the boats moving, boat Sl ing by bo
orews is not the most expeditious menner of handling Gargo and
is not effective over a long perlod of Liame. Shore partzl
personnel were not mgpliod in guirielent numbers to handle the
flow of e¢argo to the beach.

The discharge rate of the APAs and the APs was on the whole
tifying. The folleow'ng table i1s supplled as a basis Yor
ture planning:

Ehip
DuPAGE
WAYNE
EL¥ORE
FULLER




QECRE!

Ship time QOompleted Diseharging Tons per Hour
JOHN LAND 24 .6
FAYETTE 88 .8
ORMSBY 85.6
LEEDSTONN 6 63,2

*Lightly loaded.

While the APAs and AP were given preference in the
alloga tion of lending eraft, as the AKAs and AK were not
scheduled to depart on A-Day, the latter types made good
progress in discharging. At 1800 TITANIA reported an estimated
completion time of 2200, 20 Oetober.

2ARI N1

PERGONNRT. DRLWOMANOR 0L SQUATDT

Officer and enlisted personnel of transports, of whom
epproximetely eighty percent had been through at least three
previous assault operations, acquitted themselves well, Land~
igg eraft erews, both arny and navy, displayed eourage eand
determination in handling their boats through fish weirs while
under enemy fire in the assault waves.

Boat orews of ships suffered sasualties es follows:

Shlp EIA
EEDSTOWN

ELMORE 1

WAYKE

AQUARIUS




